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where the nymphs Lutetia, Nigrina, and Merdamante
play. Smollett, upon whom a few shreds at least of
Swift's coprophilous mantle had descended, wrote in a
burlesque ode against Lyttleton of 'oil-dropping
Twickenham', and
... where to mix with offal, soil, and blood
Steep Snow-hill rolls the sable flood,
and
.. . where the Mint's contaminated kennel runs.
Gay's Trivia yields the richest account of London
streets, busy with hucksters, prentices, thieves, chair-
men, harlots, and the scavenger, Cloacina's ebrown
lover', with his nightly cart: and Gay does full justice
to Fleet Ditch, with its tributary kennels and sewers.
Of the perennial satire on woman, examples may be
selected to illustrate those of her failings that appealed
most to the Georgian poet, ranging from Mallet's
coarse indictment to the playful seriousness of Young.
The former's Hudibrastic Tyburn complains of the
habits of ladies of threescore, who not only enamel
themselves copiously, but rush with intrepidity into vice,
Put modest whoring to the blush;
And with more front engage a trooper
Than Jenny Jones, *or Lucy Cooper.
Soame Jenyns wrote The Modern Fine Lady in 1750
against that life of pleasure and 'the giddy whirl' that
society women are supposed to lead. There is no time
for true love; appointments with beaux, or at the gam-
ing table, keep her as fully occupied as Cambridge's
roue, until